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MY LANGUAGE IS...

Celebrating 
NAIDOC Week

www.naidoc.org.au

All our languages matter and are important to us as 

Indigenous Australians. My artwork reflects this year’s 

theme by incorporating some of the many Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander nations and languages around 

Australia.

Artwork: Your Tribe, My Tribe, Our Nation

Artwork: tarmunggie-woman  Artist: Cheryl Moggs

NAIDOC Week 2018
naidoc.org.au

facebook.com/@NAIDOC

@naidocweek   #NAIDOC2018 #BecauseOfHerWeCan

NAIDOC Week 2018 celebrates the invaluable contributions 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women have made – 
and continue to make - to our communities, our families, our 
rich history and to our nation.

This artwork portrays the courage and resilience of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander women. From the ripples of fresh 
water and salt water, across the travel pathways and song 
lines of our traditional lands and skies. 

BECAUSE OF HER, WE CAN!
8-15 JULY 2018

NAIDOC Week 2019
NAIDOC Week 2019 invites you to walk in a movement for a better 
future. For generations, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
have sought recognition of our unique place in Australian history and 
society today as the oldest continuing culture on the planet.

07-14 
JULY 2019

Let’s work together for a shared future.
Early dawn light rises over Uluru, symbolising our continued 
spiritual and unbroken connection to the land. Our message, 
developed through generations, is echoed throughout the land: 
hear our voice and recognise our truth. 
Artwork: Awaken by Charmaine Mumbulla

facebook.com/NAIDOC @naidocweek @naidocweek 
naidoc.org.au

#NAIDOC2019 #VoiceTreatyTruth

NAIDOC Week The Rainbow Serpent came out of the Dreamtime to create this land. It is represented by 
the snake and it forms the shape of Australia, which symbolises how it created our lands. 
The colour from the Rainbow Serpent is reflected on to the figure to display our connection 
to the Rainbow Serpent, thus our connection to country. The overlapping colours on the 
outside is the Dreamtime. The figure inside the shape of Australia is a representation of 
Indigenous Australians showing that this country - since the dawn of time - always was, and 
always will be Aboriginal land.

Artwork: Shape of Land by Tyrown Waigana

facebook.com/NAIDOC @naidocweek @naidocweek 
naidoc.org.au #NAIDOC2020 

#AlwaysWasAlwaysWillBe8-15 nov 2020

NAIDOC WeekWhen creating ‘Care for Country’ I kept in mind that this meant spiritually, 
physically, emotionally, socially and culturally – I chose to create a bright 
and vibrant artwork that included the different colours of the land but 
showed how they come together in our beautiful country and to make 
people feel hopeful for the future. I’ve included communities/people, 
animals and bush medicines spread over different landscapes of red dirt, 
green grass, bush land and coastal areas to tell the story of the many 
ways country can and has healed us throughout our lives and journeys.

Artwork: Care For Country  by Maggie-Jean Douglas (Gubbi Gubbi)

facebook.com/NAIDOC @naidocweek @naidocweek #NAIDOC2021  #HealCountry

4-11 JULY 2021
Acknowledging the 50th Anniversary of the Aboriginal Flag. Reproduced with kind 
permission and copyright of Harold Thomas. Torres Strait Islander flag reproduced by kind 
permission of the Torres Strait Island Regional Council. Designed by Mr Bernard Namok.

naidoc.org.au

I created this piece after reading this year's NAIDOC theme. I knew straight away I 
wanted to do a graphic piece centred around our flags with text highlighting what we 
have been through and are still fighting for. I feel that this piece being black and white 
allows us to focus on the detail and messages in the artwork.

In this artwork I have little bits of me and my family, I have included a crocodile for my 
late granny. She was one of the strongest women I know and was never afraid to speak 
her mind and stand up for family and Country. I have also included my family's dancing 
stick, this is present as a reminder that we will always have our Country, Kin and Culture. 
There are also symbols to represent us as a community. People gathered around a camp, 
a spear and woomera to represent our strength, water, trees, animal tracks and 
non-human entities to show our connection to Country.

3-10 JULY 2022

Stronger, Ryhia Dank (Nardurna)
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#NAIDOC2022 #GetUpStandUpShowUp
Aboriginal Flag designed by Mr Harold Thomas. Torres Strait Islander Flag reproduced by kind 
permission of the Torres Strait Island Regional Council, designed by the late Mr Bernard Namok. 

NAIDOC Week 2022 proudly 
acknowledges and celebrates 

the 50th Anniversary of the 
Aboriginal Tent Embassy (1972) 

and 30th Anniversary of the 
1992 Mabo decision [Mabo v 
Queensland (No.2) (1992)].

For Our Elders, Bobbi Lockyer
Where there is knowledge there are our Elders. Our Elders paved the 
pathways for us, taught us our knowledge, our history, they passed 
down their art, stories and wisdom. Our Elders are the foundation of our 
communities and role models for our children. With this poster I wanted 
to showcase how important our Elders are in passing down traditions 
and culture to our children and future.

Aboriginal Flag designed by Mr Harold Thomas. Torres Strait Islander Flag reproduced by kind permission of 
the Torres Strait Island Regional Council, designed by the late Mr Bernard Namok.

2-9 JULY 2023
#NAIDOC2023 #ForOurElders
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Urapun Muy by Deb Belyea
SAMUAWGADHALGAL, TORRES STRAIT

‘Urapun Muy’, from the Kalaw Kawaw Ya dialect of 
the Top Western Islands of the Torres Strait, means 
‘One Fire’. The title of this work pays homage to Torres 
Strait Islanders and Aboriginal people everywhere, as 
we all have that one fire: our passion for our culture. 
In this work, I have depicted the hands of our 
ancestors that have carefully dropped a burning 
ember on to a fire. This ember burns hot with 
intensity, stoking the flames, as it combines with 
the new fire. The linear detail shows the energy 
and power as cultural knowledge is transferred 
from our ancestors to us today. Culture is the fire 
that gives us knowledge, wisdom and purpose. 
It is our responsibility to maintain, practice, 
and pass on our fire to our future generations. 
Afterall, Culture keeps us Blak, Loud and Proud.
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#NAIDOC2024   
#BLAKLOUDPROUD

Aboriginal Flag designed by Mr Harold Thomas. 
Torres Strait Islander Flag reproduced by kind 
permission of the Torres Strait Island Regional 
Council, designed by the late Mr Bernard Namok

Ancestral Lines by Jeremy Morgan Worrall
This artwork is a visual representation of the generational lines that carry through my mob. 
When I think of the next generation, I think towards my ancestors—Lucy Wright, Enoch Wright, 
Nonie Wright—through to my Nanna Audrie and my Mother Vanessa. Looking back gives 
me the strength and vision to look forward. Each figure in the painting is tied to family lines, 
like songlines, reflecting what they knew and what they passed on. The first represents lore, 
hunting, and tracking. The second reflects care, weaving, and love. The third shows the 
two combined, while the final two carry unfinished elements—symbols of knowledge and 
care in motion. Above them sits the essence of Country—swirling skies and a giant moon 
over Emmaville. It is by the fire, under these cool skies, where the next generation finds their 
strength, vision, and legacy.

facebook.com/NAIDOC@naidocweek @naidocweek

#NAIDOC2025     #BLAKLOUDPROUD

Aboriginal Flag designed by Mr Harold Thomas. Torres Strait Islander Flag reproduced by kind permission 
of the Torres Strait Island Regional Council, designed by the late Mr Bernard Namok
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